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Hospital blood transfusion

• High activity (2.2 million units of red cells to 
500,000 patients/year in the UK;  25,000 units of 
red cells/year in Oxford)

• High cost (£300+ million/year for the cost of blood 
in England; £4.5 million/year in Oxford; unknown 
costs for the transfusion process)

• High risk (159 deaths due to transfusion in the last 
15 years in the UK; 27 deaths and 120 cases of 
major morbidity due to ‘wrong’ transfusions)
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The collaborative recommendations are 
intended to encourage effective and 
appropriate use of technology and staff in 
hospital transfusion laboratories within 
the framework of current legislative 
requirements.

MANY DRIVERS FOR IMPROVING 
HOSPITAL TRANSFUSION




















