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 To provide an international tool for reporting and 
analyzing all adverse reactions (ARs) and events 
(AEs) associated with the donation and transfusion 
of blood components, irrespective of their severity 

 

Aim of ISTARE 

ISTARE 
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Total N = 95.8 million donations 

588389 donation complications = 0.63% 







Donation complications per 
type, 2012 



Donation complications by 
collection type 

Whole blood 

donation 

Apheresis 



Donation complications by 
severity 



Donation complications, 2012 
(n= 120313) 

Analysis by type 

Analysis by severity 

ISTARE 

Haematoma 19544 16.4% 

Arterial puncture 243 0.20% 

Delayed bleeding 294 0.25% 

Painful arm  4764 4.00% 

localised infection 46 0.04% 

thrombophlebitis 47 0.04% 

VVR Immediate type 86203 72.4% 

VVR Immediate , 
accident 703 0.59% 

VVR Delayed type 4724 3.97% 

VVR Delayed, 
accident 237 0.20% 

Citrate reaction 2231 1.87% 

Haemolysis  0 0.00% 

Generalised allergic R 29 0.02% 

Air embolism 2 0.00% 

Other 2235 1.88% 
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Severe donor 
complications, 2012 

 



• Variation in rates 

• Variation in severity assessment 

• Not all countries can break down between whole 
blood donation and apheresis donations  

 

• Shows up rare complications and serious 
complications  

Summary 



Next steps 

 

• Technical maintenance and hosting 

• Improvements and further development  

– 2013: help facility 

– 2013 Improve export of data 

– 2013 More charts 

– Self calculated totals 

• Improve accessibility 

– Own data next to others’ 

• Strengthen possibilities for analysis 
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